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Maritime security in the North-Western Indian Ocean
ECSA Position Paper 
There was a peak of piracy incidents (pirate attacks and hijackings) in the Gulf of Aden and the Indian Ocean in 2009. Following the intervention of foreign governments and navies, combined with security guards on merchant vessels and enhanced management practices, the number of incidents has been strongly curtailed. However, the situation is fragile and remains easily reversible. 
The EU has shown strong leadership in enhancing the security of ships transiting the Gulf of Aden – through which 20% of global trade passes – by the establishment of Operation Atalanta in 2008. The continued efforts of the EU and its Member States to ensure to the functioning of this operation remain necessary and are welcome. 
Factual Situation 
According to the ‘International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) International Maritime Bureau (IMB) Report on piracy and armed robbery against ships for the period from 1 January to 31 December 2022, the IMB piracy reporting centre received no incidents of piracy or armed robbery from Somalia or the Gulf of Aden. The same was true for 2020 and 2019, while in 2021 there were one case of one attempted incident on a merchant vessel. However, the same report records that Somali pirates continue to possess the capability and capacity to carry out incidents. Merchant vessels also continue to report suspicious approaches by skiffs as possible pirate attempts. 
Following the decrease in number of piracy incidents in the last years, the shipping industry took the decision, on 22 August 2022, to remove the High Risk Area (HRA) effective 1st January 2023. The continuation of the current security measures by military operations, and the good observance of the Best Management Practices (BMP) 5 are key to to mitigate the risks presented by remaining security threats in the region.
Current Situation 
Without the presence of naval assets and the commitment of foreign governments, there is a strong risk that piracy can spike again. At considerable cost and effort, shipping companies follow best management practices in the region: by reporting suspicious activity, keeping speed and distance from the coast, registering their movements to relevant authorities. But long-term solutions to the underlying causes of maritime crime lie far beyond the capabilities and responsibilities of seafarers and shipowners. Until a permanent solution is found, the threat of piracy will persist. 
The sensitive security situation still threatens the safety of seafarers onboard and further hinders global trade and economic development in a region already faced with many challenges.
Operation Atalanta
The naval presence of the EU Member States, through their participation to the EU NAVFOR Atalanta operation and their cooperation with other international forces, has strongly contributed to the decline of successful piracy attacks in this region over the last years. This is in addition to the important role of protecting World Food Programme and other vulnerable vessels. 
The renewed mandate of the operation until end 2024 is well supported, including the additional secondary tasks of monitoring narcotic drugs trafficking, arms trafficking, IUU fishing and illicit trade in charcoal off the coast of Somalia. It is important to ensure that that these objectives are met with sufficient resources from the EU and its member states, notably in the form of naval and aerial assets to ensure a wide geographical coverage. The EU’s support, also on the landside, aiming to build local capacity and address the underlying causes of piracy is also well supported.
EU NAVFOR Operation Atalanta has been an essential component of coordinated efforts to suppress pirate activity in the area. Its effectiveness has also represented notable political and strategic success for the EU. These efforts are welcomed, and - in line with the EU’s commitment to work with partners to promote respect for principles of maritime passage and security – we encourage that the experience and lessons learned be applied as maritime security is threatened around the world.
Coordinated Maritime Presence
Following the positive evaluation of the pilot project of the Coordinated Maritime Presence (CMP) in the Gulf of Guinea, the EU Council decided, in February 2022, to extend the CMP concept to the North-Western Indian Ocean (NWIO) by establishing a Maritime Area of Interest (MAI) covering the maritime area from the Strait of Hormuz to the Southern Tropic and from the North of the Red Sea towards the centre of the Indian Ocean.
ECSA welcomes the enlarged scope and area covered by the CMP which should ensure enhanced cooperation and coordination with existing EU and EU-led missions (such as ATALANTA and AGENOR), EU Member States’ transiting assets and merchants vessels in the area.  
Apart from the mandate of the EU NAVFOR ATALANTA operation and the implementation of the NWIO CMP, European shipowners draw attention to the following measures:
· Criminal prosecution of piracy suspects. The legal finish and imprisonment of pirates is a key to ensure the pirates do not return to sea.  

· EU and international reconstruction efforts in Somalia to address the root causes of piracy.  This is recognised as a long process and support is required for many years to ensure Somalia continues to progress.

· The continued use of the self-protection measures adopted by shipowners. Merchant ships should adhere to the latest BMP recommendations while transiting these waters. If needed, private armed guards on board vessels should be deployed. This all results in additional costs and potential risks that lead to higher costs, which are eventually passed on to consumers worldwide.

· The continuation of the provision of staff officers by Member States to the Operational Headquarters (OHQ) for EU NAVFOR’s Operation Atalanta. 

· The increase of resources deployed for the EU NAVFOR’s Operation Atalanta. Two naval vessels and two aircrafts are currently deployed. It is essential that a sufficient level of support units is maintained, notably through the coordination of Member State asset by theCMP NWIO .
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